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In 1949 a child was adopted or sconsored
through the Unitarian Service Committee and agailn
in 1958 through the Save Chlldren Fund we sponsored
a child., Layettes and other clothing nave Dbeen
donated to the Unitzrian Service Committee.

AID TO THe SCHOOL

Through the ye=ars, until school sction 14
became part of Southwold School srea No.l and
the pupils bezan attending the Central School
across from the Elgzin Manor 1964, the Middlemarch
Women's Institute has helped the teacher ana the
purils of the Middlemarch School in many ways.
The institute has acnated the use oi the nall,
rent free, for Christmas Concerts and pr=ctices,
and for Hallowe'en Farties. Treats h ve been
bought for the end of the School plicnics in June
and for Christmas. The [{cllowing things were
alsc bocugnt fcr the use of the teacher and puplils-
a cot, blanket =znd a pillow, sozap discenser ana soap,
prizes for public speaking ccntests. In 1961,
as regquested a framed picture of Her Majesty the
Jueen Elizabeth to the school. Later the same
year the Institute purcrnased a flag for the school.

In December 1964 as this was the transition
period for the children (rcm attending the little \
one room school, with its snnuel Christmas Concert
to attending the large new school z Christmas
party was given to the prpils of former SS #1lk4. to
take up for the lack of a christmas party and concert.
The children came directly from schcol on the bus
and presentec some musical mumbers under the
direction of Mrs. Hon Medlyn. They had supper and
also a bag of treats. Little pre-schocl children
and thelr mothers were entertzined also. MNembers
of the Middlemarch Institute assisted in srving
refreshments =t the fcrmal ocpening oi the new
school.

MIDDLEMARCH INSTITUTE HALL

The Middlemarch institute Hall, formerly the
Grange fall, has been important to the liie of the
comaunity [or meetings and for social events of ali
kinds. There have been Institute meetings teas
and bazaars, home eccmomics extension courses,
4H club meetings, card parties , dances electicns,
suppers, scnool Christmas Concerts, bridal showers,
wedding receptions, junior farmers meetings,
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private parties, and other meetings.

Naturally, it has taken a great deal of
work and money to deep the building in good repailr
and add improvements to 1it.

In 1947 and again in 1961 the hall was redecorated.

In 1947 the members made new drapes for the
windows and in 1964 they purchased custom made
drapes and rods.

In 1956 a goocd used pianc was purchased.

As needed, stoves, both coal and wood heat2§§}\£pr
the min cart c¢f the hall, and coockstoves for the
kitchen had veen purchased or donated by generous
friends. But in 1954 two oil burner space heater
with fan was turchased, which m de it a very
convenient place to neat the bulilking in ccld weather
in preparation for a meeting or other event.

In 1949 the kitchen was reveneated with
built-in cupboards, counter and sink,

HRepairs to the roof, ahd chimney, doors etc.
hzve been made as they were needed and insulbric
siding was installed in 1951. With the ald of some
husbands of the members, a fence was put up, and
trees and shrubs plandted. Gravel was put in the
yard to improve parking facilities. In 1962 a
new outhouse was erected.

In 1950 a dozen metal folding chairs were
ourchased. In 1959 four long plywood banquet
tables were made for us by & carpenter and in 1965
we bought ten metal card tables. Frartial was sets
of dishes have been donated from time to time but
most of it was heavy eartheaware. So in 1960 each
member donated a china cup and sucer to use for
serving coffee at meetings., In 1963 a set of
dinner ward(service of 96) with a rose pattern was
purchased. The c¢ld dishes were given to the Fearce
Willisms Christian Centre at Iona. In 1957 a
set of stainless steel cutlery (service of &0)
was bougnt. In 1964 a 90 cup electric eoffee
vercolator was purchased.

Wwhen the new Mpale Leaf flag was adopted as
Canade's new nationesl {lag the Institute purchased
one for the hall,

rrograms and Extension Courses

rrograms for our meetings have been on many
subjects. We try to have at least on meeting a year
devoted to each oif the Standing Committee Covener
ships, mamely Agriculture and ganadian Industries,
Home Lcomomics and Health:Citizenship Events;
Culture and Hand Craft. oome oprograms have Leen
prepared and given by our own members, some by a
guest speaker or films. Some of the subjects dealt
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with were various aspects of horticulture and
gardining; films on cancer; Pre-Natal and rast-
Natal Care of Infants; and other Health subjacts,
oven meals, hervs, sslads, cake decorsetions, making
of slip covers, rug making and other rome eccnomics
subjects. Laws _ertaining to women, the ILD:E
travelogues, Cansdian music; Canadian paets;
Artists and their work; book reviews; creative
writing; flower arranging; antique work; Dbock reviews;
creative writing:; flower arranging; antique glass;
fall fairs, fire préventions and current events.
iThere have also been visits to local industries
such as Pisecroft, Vio-"in St. Thomas, Wonder Bakeries
in London, 1ish hatchery at Sparta and others. we
have had demonstrations by 4-H girls. Every year
at the May meeting we have =z seale of roots, bulbs,
plants, etc. brought by the membesrs from their cwn
gardens. There have been Home Ecomomics Extension
Courses on a number of subjects. Some of these
hsewebeens Hospitality of Foods; The hird kMeal;
153 rounds of “eat; Foods Healthy Children Like;
Alds to Effective Spezking; Sew and Save bLollars
and Make Sense; New Lamps for Uld; Hooked Rugs
and Millinary..

Hesolutions

1946 Letter to County Council urging
co-operation with the Memorilal
Hospital Trust to relieve
shortage of accomodation at the
hospital..

May 1951 rtequest for warning signal at
C&C crossing.

Aug 1951 Meeting of Institute members with
C&C officials and Elgin Suburban
Roads Commission at the crossing
and it was agreed that a warning
signal was needed.

1953 Mrs. A. Lyle met with the Hoads
Commission for re-improving
Talbot Hill road and bmidge.

1958 The City improved the section cof
the road from the bridge to the
top of the hill after the letter
we sent of oprotest; re-its condition.
It was also urged that a traffic
light be installed at the
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intersectiocn with No. 4 highway
but this was nout done.

1965 de supported along with other
organlzations the establishment
of a Junior colliege in Elgin
County.

Special Events

In the fall of 1945 and also 1946 the Middle-
march women's Institute co-operated with the
North Yarmouth Women's Institute 1n putting on &
dance th the Masonic Auditorium, St. Thomas,

In 1946 krs. T. Dubber, mother of Harry Dubber
was presented with a Hed Cress pln in recognition
of the great quanity of work she had done (Xnitting
and sewing). s

Feb. 1947 wzs the fiftieth Anniversary of the
founding of the Women's Institute. At that time there
were 70,000 members in Canada. Mrs. J. B. Futcher
gave a talk at the West Lklgin «“inter ricnic on
fifty vears of Institute work nd this was later
heard as a delayed broadcast on radio.

In June 1947 there was the anniversary celebration
in Guelph and some of the members travelled by
special CNH coach to attend this event,

On May 20, 1947 the Listriet annual was held
at Middlemarch. <+he meeting wes held at the church
and the luncheon, which was catered to by Middle-
march, Boxall and 4iver Hoad, was held at the hall.
Incidentally the price of the luncheon was 50 a
plate. At this destrict annual meeting membership
fees were increased from 25¢ to 50¢.

In November 1947 Mrs. J. K. Futcher was eleeted
president of the Federated somen's Institutes of
ontario. Mi&ddlemarch Women's Institute co=-operated
with otherInstitutes of 1lgin County in Honcuring
#rs. futcher with a Ban uet held at the Masonic
Auditorium, St. Lhomas. At this time, the Institute
members of the county presented her with a silver
tea service. In 1957 the sixtieth anniversary
of the founding of the Women's Institutes, a life
membership certificate and .in were :resented to
Mrs. Futcher.

The year 1952 was Elgin County Centennial,
and Middlemarch, Women's Inst tute co-operated in
the Llgin Centennial Spectacle or pagent. =«ith
other Institutes of Elgin County $2000 was raiseq
the interest of ehich is given each year to the
Junior "omen's ‘nstitute members to further her

%3
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education. Our share_of the mobey was raised by
aucticning a gquilt. he materials for the guilt
were donated by Mrs. E. Horton, mother cf Wrs. J. H.
Futcher.

In August 1953 the iAssociated Country Women
of the world met in Toronto and some of our members
attended.

In 1954 plans were started for the Elgin County
picneer museum., Our institute assisted at an antigue
display at Andersons Ltd. in St. Thomas, in aid
of the museum fund. Our members helced in other
ways such as doing the actual painting of scme of
the rooms. The museum was opened in April 1957 and
the new wing or annex in 1963. Middlemerch Women's
Institute always assists at the annual tea and has
suprorted the maintenance of the museum with
donations. Members also contribute home made jam
and jellv to by sold, ;

The year 1960 was important to rural Elgin
Lounty a2s the International Plowing Match took
place here in that year. Our Institute members
assisted at the Women's Insitute booth wh-re they

served tea, and also helped to staff the museum
exhibit. We contributed toward the Farmstead
Ilmprovement Competition. Middlemarch, along with
other institutes and church groouvs catered toc the
Flowmen's Association banguet which brought the
plowing match to a close., This involved a -rezt
deal of work, as dishes, tables, ete. had to be
taken to the Arena and afterwards the @irty dishes
were taken to Llgin Manor where we wabBhed them.

Anotherevent of 1960 was the erection Bf two
provincial plagues by the Archaeological and
historic sites board, at the rejuest of the Middle-
magch women's linstitute. One of these glagues
commemorated the imp.rtant Talbot Road, an
early colonization road. The second plaque was in
front of the former Ralpvh farm (lot 41 South) and
honoured Dr. John Kalph, one of the founders of the
first medical school in Upper Canada, in St. Thomas

In Sevtencer 1956 the fir:-t président of the
Middlemarch women's Institute, Mrs. C. S. Butler,
was presented with a life membership certificate and
pin, In February 1905 the cnly other living charter
members, Mrs. Alex Mc Niven and Miss Margaret Lyle,
received their life memberships.

Late in October 1965, scme members along with
their husbands and families, journeyed tc¢ London

one Saturday evening to participate in the
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CFPL=-TV program, Take Your Choice, The following
week they were able to see themsélves cn the
television screen!

Frepared By Mrs. H. Butler

‘/<’_,,..(_M‘.‘;_, /-



2 ONTARIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
. WOMEN’S INSTITUTE BRANCH AND
HOME ECONOMICS SERVICE

REPORT OF MEETINGS

This form to be filled in and sent to your DISTRICT SECRETARY immediately after the APRIL meeting.
INSTITUTE. ..

ATTENDANCE ‘

MONTH DATE PROGRAM FEATURE

Members Visitors

May .. /a*?aza aarf?—...%&..q z,.M?f’ e




General Programs: . = . District:
What was your outstanding program of the year and why do you consider it outstanding? (Please discuss‘tlﬁ at a How tﬁn'y members attended the District Annual?

In what district activities have you participated? ...

Conventions:

What were your principal subjects of study? ..............

S O] i R

What projects from the co-operative program has your Institute studied?

(a) In the district......

(b) In the branch

Were these courses successful? Give comments and constructive SUZZESHIONS. ...

i%&m,f@%

wlelen.. & LAl 72--;&/ .




Membership :

How many new members have you enrolled this year?

2

Total Membership .. 30

How many members are actively engaged in Agriculture?

What are your proposed plans for gaining additional members next year? .........

F.W.LC.—How did you observe F.W.1.C, month?

_____________________________________________________ o

A.CW.W.—Did you have an International Day in your Institute? ...

Describe

Date........; At T
1800. Scpt., 1948, C2061.




ONTARIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
i WOMEN’S INSTITUTE BRANCH AND
HOME ECONOMICS SERVICE

REPORT OF MEETINGS

This form to be made out in duplicate, one copy to be retained for your BRANCH files and the other to be sent to your
DISTRICT SECRETARY immediately after the BRANCH ANNUAL.

ATTENDANCE |

Members | Visitors__;

/2 laobim W |

March . . .




General Programme: . ' "Di

3
What was your outstanding pragmmme of the year and why do you consider it outstanding? (Please d.lsu:uss this at a regular How many members attended the District Annual? ... £..

In what district activities have you participated? ..........

Conventions:

What value did your Institute receive from your Area Convention? ...

How many from your Institute attended the Conventlon?,,...;f.‘j.-

What would you like featured at your next Area Convention? ... @& AL

Community Interests:

In what community work did you participate during the year? List under the following headings:

Co-operative Programme:

What projects from the co-operative programme has your Institute studied?

(2) In the district /ﬂa:aﬁwm 7 2ns

(b) In the branch No. Participating, ............ooooouonecs

No. Participating. . V- AT

Were these courses successful? Give comments and constructive suggestions ?‘"

What follow-up work has been accomplished?

Standing Committees:

How were the standing committees incorporated into your programme this year?

General and Miscellaneous

i M«mf VA




Membership:
How many new members have you enrolled this year?. 3 AL e 8 SUR—

Total Membership ... 30 b A G . " Average Attendance .. / 7 ARURLL . .
How many members are actively engaged in Agriculture? 2.” ..................... ol TR .. . .

What are your proj poud plans for gaining additional members next year? ‘% =

T pE %ygyfn/sz{em‘zl 77@%0 Z

Have you established a Letter Friendship? _  ~~ which country? ..

CORIERE e e A e e

3600. Dec 1949, D2807.



ONTARIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE BRANCH AND
HOME ECONOMICS SERVICE

REPORT OF MEETINGS

1950 — 1951

This form to be made out in duplicate, one copy to be retained for your BRANCH files and the other to be
sent to your DISTRICT SECRETARY immediately after the BRANCH ANNUAL.

INSTITUTE ZHbdetlnnstc O, DISTRICT . g vEnr £L.517

MONTH | DATE M;T:D::::" PROGRAMME FEATURE
Aprili. /3 V. I ‘ et 5&‘-‘*{;—-}—’/4/ S Wv—— m_a/zjv‘p#,a
MaV oo // 23 J f"‘-’ef‘h é’?p—"‘!’d’ fmm M
...... t-’l/é‘-a-m% - z‘?’%’p B oS C‘—’z;«-—r*a-"-ﬂ
Sl T8I 2T .7-4 A‘/‘Jdﬂ/aym 7},,/7,, P A el
D ‘?ﬁw?r)’ﬂ‘?
July 4 3 Y4 M /2(.#.:1-"—&.. e
............ - rﬁﬂ:wjb.r sl S g P ?(,.,,zjf-'m‘_
August /0 ? §okaediss. (9 B 4 o d faf /7 R, P(/“
fesren o,
Sept. /5/
. ¢
Ot v !‘V 4
Nov. . .. /é &:ﬁ‘u}/k«.}
[ ¥ £ £ f—"
" (L2 10 ] 1o Aaﬁpeg Chetetonm. ol DV 2 K s
....... et n bttt Y e BN o M
Jan . // ......... o . '
................ % Mt
-
Feb..... }:‘fj
March . .. ?
Bec. g
/2 - ALY off 257 edietcen



General Programme: o District:

What was your outstanding programme of the year and why do you consider it outstanding ? (Please discus this How ‘ﬂﬂll\ members attended the District Annual? ........ R :’ :

at a regular meeting.) W m«d’?&g _______ A? m In what district activities have vou participated? ... ?fm (ZF-WWM

g

Conventions :

What value did your Institute receive from your Area Convention?

What were your principal subjects of study?

Heow many from your Institute attended the Convention? _,M

What would you like featured at your next Area Convention?

Community Interests:

In what community work did you participate during the year? List under the following headings:

Co-operative Programme: . -
-5 o < \ Your School 2&24"4—9&%{- Er s preiies 1{3’-#4"

(8), Bit the, disgrict ; | Commuult)r Health .. ”‘« % B r o o e A chfis
(b) In the branch Mﬂ%‘f’ .MNO Participating .../.®.. .““'M ) 2 i 29 '

Were these courses successiu]"‘ Give comments and constructive suggestions

(&) 2 QI?"/M—' ru%f-'—fm ’Z’

What projects from the co-operative programme has your Institute studied? :

o. Partlc:patlug

Cultural Activities (music, art, drama, libraries, etc.) ....... ﬂﬂ’ ¢ el

What follow-up work has been accomplished? .5l

Standing Committees:

How were the standmg commilttees mcorporatcc! into your programme this year?

Other Agricultural Activities (Agricultural Societies, Federation of Agnculture etc.)

bl trrCety~. M Lo
General and Miscellaneous 4%-}‘&7‘- “LM"‘-"‘ i f#‘é&—z?‘-""/ﬁ-ﬁ Corlat. o
% P«fm.-—m—rﬁ' L 4"—”:‘-"’*—*——/‘9’) e-f—"kﬁq e

’ : 2 Mfd"; Wil o




Membership:
-
3 ¥

5

How many new members have you enrolled this year?

Total Membership X 7’ Average Attendance

How many members are actively engaged in Agriculture? 2 6

What are your proposed plans for gaining additional members next vear? ..’.ﬁ AT

F.W.I.C.—How did you observe F-W.L.C. month? ......cccmmerasfons W‘W ....... £t M"?

A.C.W.W.—Did you have an International Day in your Institute?

-

Describe W«fk—'m e
/(' 7_44:‘-49/ _.;/; e S
Have you established a Letter Friendship? ?‘( which country? %...Aé.q' ....... M A Tt

Comment

Have you established a Friendship Link with a Women’s Institute? /ya- ;
‘Which country? Comment A'«%h:‘—wf R T s
GENERAL COMMENTS) with constructive suggestions W&M/ S',,,.?,(a,;_,f

Secretar{%%.c%..ékmwém ..............
Date:?/MrﬁK‘.i.A.ﬁ ..... /fJf/ Address 'éié/ # M"A"‘-"‘"‘.’!—"

3600-50-3439




	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102

